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 Lesson Notes
Information on the WWW can be found on 
different websites. Websites are stored on 
different servers and computers across the 
world. To get to this information you first have 
to connect to the Web by using the physical 
connection of the Internet and then you have to 
use special software to search the Web and view 
the information. 
This special software needed by your computer 
is called a web browser. A web browser is a 
navigating tool that allows you to navigate the 
Web, access websites and view information. 
To visit a website you need to type its Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL) into the address bar on 
the web browser page and then click on “Go”.

Every website is made up of many web pages 
and the first page is called the home page. 
Generally the home page gives information 
about the website that you are visiting. Every 
web page has an Internet Protocol (IP) address. 
An IP address is a number that identifies each 
computer or device that is connected to the 
Internet. These addresses are generally made 
up of four sets of numbers but newer technology 
will have addresses of six sets of numbers. Since 
numerical IP addresses are hard to remember, 
they have become text based and these text-
based IP addresses are called domain names. 
Domain names on the WWW are always in the 
following form – www.nameofwebsite.extension . 
This address is also called the Uniform Resource 
Locator or URL and no two websites may have 
the same URL.

World W�de Web
The Internet is a network of computers, modems, cables and everything that is needed to make the 
physical connection, whereas the World Wide Web (WWW) refers to the information that can be 
accessed. The WWW is a system of websites that holds a vast amount of information. You can use 
the Web to find information on countless different topics and subjects. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, you should be able to:
• Differentiate between the Internet and the 

WWW
• Define some terminology associated with the 

WWW
• List services offered by the WWW.
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This task supports the assessment of: 
LO 1: Hardware and System Software
• Display a knowledge of networking in terms of 

user access.
LO 2: E-commun�cat�on
• Navigate the Internet in order to retrieve 

information.
• State and discuss how the latest technologies 

facilitate human interaction.
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Lesson Notes cont�nued...
The pages on a website are connected because 
the pages are written in a special code called 
hypertext mark-up language, commonly known 
as HTML. This makes it possible to access other 
pages on the same website as well as pages 
in other related websites by clicking on the 
hyperlinks. A hyperlink is usually underlined and 
in a different colour to the text. When you place 
your mouse over the hyperlink it changes from a 
cursor to a hand icon. 

Whenever you transfer or copy information 
from the Web we say that you are downloading 
information. Downloading is very useful since 
you can store the downloaded information on 
your computer and you do not have to have 
access to the Internet to read the information. 
There is a wide variety of information that can 
be downloaded from the Web but you need to 
consider copyright laws. Many companies do 
allow information to be downloaded from their 
websites but for a certain fee.

You can also use the Web to download software 
updates for your computer. The updates may 
help to make your computer safer or faster. 
Downloads are very important for anti-virus 
programs since new viruses are constantly 
being created and your anti-virus software 
needs to be updated regularly. With regard 
to viruses, you need to be very careful not to 
download information from websites that you 
are not familiar with. You may think that you are 
downloading a game but it may in fact be a virus.
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 Task
1. Write a short paragraph to make clear the
 difference between the Internet and the 
 WWW.
2. List five services offered by the www.
3. List three new terms that you have learnt 
 and write your own definition for each of 
 them.
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