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 Lesson notes
The Good Old Days in PC Land
PCs in the 1980s 
displayed only 
keyboard characters, 
so images were not 
too good. To get a 
different text colour, 
you had to get a 
different monitor. The 
choices were white, 
green or orange text on a black screen. A hard 
drive was an optional extra because you could 
store your operating system, programs and data 
on fl oppy disks which were much cheaper. To 
use your operating system, the OS disk had 
to be in the fl oppy drive. If you told the OS to 
load a program, you got a message to put the 
program disk in the drive. The most frequently 
seen message was “Please insert the disk with 
the OS (or the program) into drive A”. Two fl oppy 
drives were considered a huge upgrade. No-one 
had much data to lose, and money was safe in 
the bank. Virus scans were optional. Some users 
pirated software, but only the distributors seemed 
to mind. PC land was a leisurely place where 
nobody worried much about security. 

Danger! You are now entering PC Land.
With each advance in technology came access 
to more information. There is such an abundance 
of information available today that we have an 
“information overload”. That’s wonderful, isn’t it? 
One problem is that while you are busy searching 
and sifting to fi nd information, or doing your 
Internet banking, your PC and any Internet PC 
that holds information about you, is vulnerable to 

attack by some really shady characters.
A criminal creates his own website to look just 
like a bank’s website. He sets up the site to 
ask for, and store information you type in, like 
your user name and password. He then goes 
phishing. The bait he uses, is an email that he 
sends to any and as many email addresses as 
he can. In the email he says the bank is checking 
details, or you have won some money and you 
must please click the link to go to the website. 
The URL looks right but the hyperlink is to his 
site. Get caught, and say goodbye to your money.
His evil-minded buddy has written some 
spyware. This gets onto your computer in the 
same way as a virus. The software on his PC 
waits in eager anticipation for the keylogger to 
record all your keystrokes and send them back 
to his PC. This is analysed to fi nd user names, 
passwords and other details. These identify you 
on the Internet, so identity theft allows him to act 
as you on the Internet.

Computers in a Changing World
Some years ago, people were amazed at the way their grandparents lived. Today, we are amazed at 
how different things were a few years ago. The fi rst cell phones that could transmit more than text and 
voice, appeared fewer than ten years ago. Now we are holding video conferences and taking pictures 
with our cell phones. The Internet was just a kind of bulletin board where you could read what the 
weather forecast was for America. If you were very clued up on how to send a message back, nobody 
took any notice.
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 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
•	 Name ways computers have changed the way we live and work
•	 Be aware of some of the security problems we have when using computers
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Task
Draw	up	a	table	to	show	the	old	and	new	
ways	of	doing	5	different	things	at	home	or	
work.	
Your	table	should	clearly	show	how	
ICTs	(Information	and	Communication	
Technologies)	have	changed	our	lives.




