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 Lesson notes
In 2003 drivers were required to convert the driver’s 
licence which appeared in their Identity Document to 
a credit card-style driver’s licence. Many people left 
applying for their new licences until the last minute 
resulting in long queues at traffic departments. 
Here are some examples of how th�s �nc�dent was 
covered �n the press:

The Lifestyle section of the paper is meant to be relaxing, 
enjoyable reading. It uses a light-hearted style and 
covers topics such as travel, eating out and interviews 
with celebrities.
The style and content used in this article are similar 
to what one might read in the Gossip Column of the 
newspaper. Sampson likens the queuing process to a 
social event and describes it in the same way a social 
columnist would by saying she was “there for the fun”. 
The purpose of this article is to tell South Africans 
to lighten up and see something inconvenient as an 
enjoyable outing.

Political cartoons convey a message through pictures 
and words. The message is often satirical in that humour 
is used to convey a serious, critical judgement in the 
message or to make a point about something that is 
wrong, unwise or unfair in society.
The style and tone of Zapiro’s cartoon is witty and 
satirical. By likening the people in the queues to potential 
Super 12 Rugby players he is making the point that 

ordinarily quietly behaved citizens are treating getting 
a licence in the same was as seriously Super 12 rugby 
players trying to get the ball.
Newspaper headlines like this give facts about the event. 
They are written to inform the reader.
This headline is unemotional and uses neutral diction. 
The author’s attitude is also neutral – he is not for or 
against license conversions, he is simply stating how 
many people have not yet converted.

 TASK
• Write a paragraph in which you express your 

views about converting drivers’ licences. Your 
paragraph should be suitable to be included 
in the letters section of the newspaper. 

• Use a style that would be appropriate for this 
task. 

• Remember that you want to state your opinions 
clearly, but you also need to be respectful.

Compar�ng texts 
In this lesson we analyse three texts about driver’s licences. Each of these texts uses a different style to convey similar 
information because each text has a different intention or purpose. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• analyse texts according to their purpose attitude 

and style
• compare texts about the same incident

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts
• recognize the writer’s and/or the character’s 

viewpoint and give supporting evidence from the 
text

LO3: Wr�t�ng and Present�ng
• decide on and apply the appropriate style, point of 

view and format of texts (linked to task)

Go�ng to the Gallows
Getting the new driving licence put most people in a 
rage. I was probably the only one in the queue who 
had already got a licence and was there for the fun, 
which is an indication of how meagre my social life is.
- Lin Sampson, Sunday Times Lifestyle

1.37m dr�vers don’t have new l�censes 
- SAPA, Sunday Times
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