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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Evaluat�ng and Compar�ng Texts

 Lesson notes
In an op�n�on p�ece the wr�ter expresses h�s or her 
po�nt of v�ew and comb�nes emot�ve wr�t�ng w�th 
conv�nc�ng ev�dence.
Here is an example of an opinion piece. This text 
appeared in the editorial section of The Sunday Times. It 
was written by a senior research officer at the Centre for 
Applied Legal Studies at WITS university, Beth Goldblatt.

?  TASK
Write an article that argues aga�nst the 
following statement.
All teenagers are lazy!
Write the opening paragraph of your counter 
claim. (Use 75 – 100 words)

More on compar�ng texts 
In the previous lesson we examined a range of texts about child support grants. In this lesson we compare those texts 
to an opinion piece on the same topic.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
• identify and explain the purpose, structure and 

language use in texts
• distinguish between fact and opinion, and give 

own response (linked to task)
• recognise some implied meanings

R140 �s no �ncent�ve for anyone to have a baby.
Beth Goldblatt says few teens plan the�r 
pregnanc�es.
Teachers and the public are pointing fingers at the 
government’s child support grant, accusing it of 
contributing to teenage pregnancies. Conservative 
groupings all over the world raise concerns about 
woman recipients of welfare draining resources… 
without contributing to society, and having children in 
order to access more grants. 
Effectively, poor women are blamed for their lack of 
access to job opportunities, their inability to obtain 
child support from men and their unequal share of 
responsibility towards their children.
Studies in the US have found that women on welfare 
are less likely to have further children than their non-
welfare counterparts because of the small welfare 
payouts and the high cost of raising children.
In a national survey of youth… more than half of 
young mothers said they had fallen pregnant while still 
at school. These young pregnancies have long been 
a problem, their causes rooted in poverty, gender 
inequalities, lack of education, coercive sex, cultural 
attitudes and other factors.

Intent�on: • The purpose of this article is to 
challenge the misconception that 
teenage girls have babies just to get 
R140 in the form of the welfare grant.

Style: • An academic style has been used 
– evidence is provided and studies are 
referred to (“studies in the US”, “national 
survey of youth”). The author does not 
get emotional. Case studies, emotive 
language and pictures are not used 
in this article, as this would not be in 
keeping with the formal, academic style 
of this text.

Target aud�ence: • Informed, educated readers are likely to 
read this article.

Format: • This newspaper article is printed in 
columns. It does not have any pictures 
or illustrations as it is not designed to 
appeal to all readers of the newspaper. 

Use of a 
countercla�m:
A counter claim is 
an argument that 
contradicts a claim 
or statement that 
has been made. 
(Counter means 
against.)

• This article challenges the commonly 
held view that teenagers fall pregnant on 
purpose in order to claim a child support 
grant by using a counter claim. Goldblatt 
is showing readers who may have 
thought that teens have babies just to 
get welfare grants that their assumptions 
are incorrect, and uses research and 
other arguments to support her claim.
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