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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Po�nt-of-v�ew shot
• Point-of-view shots are filmed as if through the 

eyes of one of the characters. 
• As point-of-view shots show things from the 

character’s perspective, they help the viewer to 
develop empathy with the character because we 
are able to see things as the character sees them. 

• Point-of-view shots are also often used when two 
characters are having a conversation. The camera 
will show one character talking, then it will show 
the other one. As viewers, this makes us feel as 
if we are being spoken to, because we see the 
action as the person being spoken to would see it.  

Over-the-shoulder shot
• Over-the-shoulder shots are filmed as if you are 

looking over the shoulder of one of the characters. 
• Unlike a point-of-view shot, the viewer is not made 

to feel as if he or she is being included in the 
action and you don’t see the action through the 
eyes of a participant.

• When an over-the-shoulder shot is used we feel 
as if we are eavesdropping. We are overhearing 
a private conversation. We get privileged 
information.

Typ�cal patterns of shots
• Films often begin with an establishing long shot so 

you can see where the action takes place. 
• You then go inside the building and see full shots 

of the main characters. Here you can see the 
characters in their environment. You can see what 
they are wearing and what the inside of their home 
or place of work is like.

• When the dialogue begins, a character may be 
shown in a medium shot – from the waist up. Now 
you are able to see the character in more detail.

• When the action gets intense, a close-up may be 
shown of a character, so that you can see that he 
or she is upset, angry or happy.

• If there is a conversation, you will see either 
point-of-view shots that show what the characters 
are seeing, or over-the-shoulder shots of intimate 
conversations.

This pattern helps the viewer to follow the story as, with 
a different establishing long shot, we are able to realise 
that the action has now moved to a different part of town, 
and from the light we can see if it is night or day. Also, by 
seeing the outside and inside of the various characters’ 
homes we can tell who is wealthy and stylish and who 
isn’t – even if the script doesn’t tell us too much about 
the characters! Of course, modern-day filmmakers 
try to break this pattern and create interesting films 
by using different shots, or ordering their shots in an 
unconventional way. 

?  TASK
The next time you are watching a soap opera, 
look out for the conventional pattern that we have 
discussed in this lesson, and see if you can think of 
a more intriguing way the scene could have been 
shot.

Camera Angles
In the first part of the lesson we learnt about some basic camera shots that cinematographers use to make their 
films more interesting and to focus the viewers’ attention on different things. In this lesson we learn about some other 
camera shots that a cinematographer can use and the effects that these create.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify and name different shots that are used in 

film
• comment on the effect that these shots create

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning in visual, audio and multi-media 
texts:
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding
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