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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Here is a summary of the different camera movements 
that can be made using a hand-held camera or a camera 
that is fixed on a tripod.

F�xed Camera Shots
Camera movement Uses and effects
Pann�ng is a 
horizontal left 
and right camera 
movement with the 
camera mounted 
on a fixed point 
such as a tripod.

When the camera pans, you get the 
same effect as you would if you stood 
still and moved your head from side to 
side. This type of camera movement 
is often used to show that the 
character is standing still and watching 
something (like a car) move past. 

In a sw�sh or z�p 
pan, the camera 
pans rapidly from 
side to side.

When a swish or zip pan is used, the 
camera can move so quickly that a 
blurring effect is created. This gives a 
sense of movement or speed. 

A t�lt is when the 
camera moves up 
and down vertically 
from a fixed 
position.

A tilt may be used to emphasise 
height of buildings or characters. The 
viewers take in the size of the building 
or character over a time, emphasising 
its or his great size.

In a roll, the 
camera rolls and 
rotates from a fixed 
axis.

If you moved your head in a roll, 
you would see objects moving in a 
way that you are not accustomed to. 
Because of the unusual sensation that 
rolling the camera creates, this type of 
camera movement is used in dream 
sequences to give a sense of being 
out of control.

Not all shots are filmed with the camera being held by 
the cameraman or being placed on a tripod. Think about 
sequences in films such as car chases – the cameraman 
could not run alongside the cars, nor would you be able 
to film all of the action from a tripod. Here is a summary 
of camera movements created by a moving camera.

Mov�ng camera shots
Camera 
movement

Uses and effects

In a track�ng 
or dolly shot, 
the camera is 
mounted on 
a trolley, and 
pushed along 
tracks to follow the 
action.

Often tracking or dolly shots are used 
when characters are walking or driving 
to create the effect that the viewer 
is following or walking next to the 
characters.

In a crane shot, 
the camera is 
positioned on a 
crane that can 
be moved about 
above the subject.

A crane shot is used to create a sense 
of movement and drama by showing 
scenes from an unusual point of 
view. When films are being made that 
require sweeping overhead shots of 
the landscape below, a helicopter may 
be used to fly over the area and film a 
bird’s eye view.

Free-floating 
camera shots 
are filmed with a 
hand-held camera 
or a steady cam.

Hand held or steady cam shots are 
often used to create a free-floating 
style to the way a story is told. In films 
shot with a hand-held camera or steady 
cam, the movement is fluid and has a 
more organic, natural feel.  Example: 
Documentary shots, crime scene shots.

?  TASK
Identify the different camera movements that have 
been used in a film sequence. Comment on the 
effects that these have created.

Camera Movements
In this series of lessons we are learning about different techniques that are used in making films. In this lesson, we’ll 
learn about some of the different camera movements that can be used to create different effects. The effects can be 
created by a fixed camera or a moving camera.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify different movements that are made by a 

camera
• comment on the effects of these movements

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning in visual, audio and multi-media 
texts:
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding
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