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Teacher Gu�deExam�n�ng F�lm
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
An editor has several tools at his or her disposal to combine the shots in different ways to produce sequences with 
different effects. Here is a summary of the main editing techniques and the effects that these create:

Ed�t�ng techn�que Uses
A cut is when two shots are 
placed side by side on a time 
line so as to create a transition 
from one image to another. 

Different styles of cutting are used to create different atmospheres in films. 
A drama may use conventional tick-tock cutting. This type of cutting takes us from one face to 
another so that we can follow the conversation in the same way as the pendulum of a big clock 
swings from side to side. A montage joins together random shots that he or she finds visually 
pleasing. 

Cutaways are used to 
give the viewer additional 
information in a dialogue 
sequence.

For example, an editor may cut away to a close up of a clock which tells the viewer that the 
character is late. 

When a d�ssolve or m�x is 
used, one shot appears to mix 
or dissolve into the next.

An editor may choose to use a dissolve when he or she wants to make the change of scene 
less noticeable.  Dissolves work especially well to indicate a lapse of time or the start of a 
flashback or dream sequence.

In fade �n or fade out shots, 
the image will fade in from a 
colour or out from a colour.

Black and white fades are the most widely used. Fade-ins are often used at the start of films, 
and fade-outs are often used at the end of films. Fade-in and fade-out shots can also be used 
during the film – in cases like these, they can indicate a long lapse of time or the end of a 
sequence or a period in the character’s life.

A montage is a sequence of 
shots cut or dissolved together 
to create a poetic feel.

In an edit suite, it is possible to splice or join together a number of shots to make a dramatic 
piece of film. Montages can be used to convey a lot of information in a short space of time. 
Music or a voiceover usually accompanies a montage; it helps to create cohesion.

?  TASK
Watch an episode of a soap opera paying careful attention to the editing techniques that have been used.

Editing a film
A film may take several months to shoot, but it takes less than two hours to watch most films. Someone has to decide 
which of all of the footage that has been shot should be kept, and someone has to decide which sequence will convey 
the message or story of the film most effectively. The person who does this is the editor! In this lesson we learn more 
about editing techniques.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define and explain a range of editing techniques
• comment on some of the effects that these 

techniques create

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng 
explore and explain key features of texts and how they 
contribute to meaning in visual, audio and multi-media 
texts:
• recognise the use of visual, audio and audio-visual 

techniques such as the use of colour, dialogue, 
music, sound, lighting, editing, framing, styles 
of shot, camera techniques, foregrounding and 
backgrounding

LESSON

8




