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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Figurative Language

 Lesson notes
Sound devices are words which appeal to our sense 
of hearing. Sounds and comparisons are both ways of 
enhancing understanding and creating richer, deeper 
texts because they help us to imagine something more 
effectively. 
Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds at 
the beginning of words. 
Alliteration is a figure of speech which deals with the 
sound of words. Often, alliteration emphasizes the 
expression of movement.

Example:
The meaning of the 
sentence is that the 
snake is secretly 
approaching its 
prey. This is rather 
menacing and 
dangerous. A soft 
“s” sound has been 
employed to enhance 

the atmosphere of tension and fear. The softness of the 
sound suggests that this is a quiet movement by the 
snake and that his victim has no idea of the approaching 
danger. 
Assonance is the repetition of a vowel sound to 
create a particular effect. 
The vowel sounds must be in words which are close 
to one another. Assonance occurs when either short or 
long vowel sounds are repeated. Short vowel sounds are 
those such as the short “a” sound in “cat”. Long vowel 
sounds are those such as the long “a” in “tale”.
Short vowel sounds may create a mood of suspense, 
excitement, thrill, urgency or joy. Long vowel sounds slow 
down the speed with which the words can be read and 
usually create a more sombre or serious mood.

Example: 
The long “a” sound appears in the words “clasps”, “crag” 
and “hands”. The effect is to slow down the speed of 
the line to enhance our sense of the powerful grip of the 
eagle.
Onomatopoeia uses words that imitate real-life 
sounds.
The sound effects add to the impact of the words. Notice 
the onomatopoeia in comic books where we see words 
such as “splat” and “kapow”, when the main character 
punches the baddie. These words are used to reinforce 
the actual sound made by the blows.
Example: 

?  TASK
a. Find examples of alliteration and assonance 
 in the media, for example in advertisements, 
 newspaper headlines or on billboards. 
b. Explain the effect created by the figure of 
 speech that is used.

Figures of speech: sound devices
In this lesson, we concentrate on the way that the sound of words enhances language. We look at alliteration, 
onomatopoeia and assonance, because these are the most common sound devices you will find in writing. 
Being able to identify these techniques and discuss them will improve your reading and comprehension skills.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define and identify examples of
 • alliteration
 • assonance
 • onomatopoeia

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• use a range of figurative language such as 

idiom, idiomatic expressions and proverbs with 
developing appropriateness

LO 2: Reading and viewing
• recognise how word choices, imagery and sound 

devices affect mood, meaning and theme (linked 
to task)
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