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Teacher Gu�deGett�ng �nto Poetry
Engl�sh Lesson Notes

 Lesson notes
Categor�es of Poetry:
Ep�c poetry 
An epic poem is a very long narrative poem that can 
extend over hundreds of lines. An example of a great 
epic poem is “Paradise Lost” by John Milton.
Dramat�c poetry
This takes the form of poetic monologues or dialogues 
performed by a character or characters that the poet 
assumes. An example of dramatic poetry is “Ulysses” by 
Tennyson. 
Lyr�c poetry
A lyric originally referred to a song performed in ancient 
Greece to the accompaniment of a small harp-like 
instrument called a lyre. Now the term is used to refer 
to any fairly short poem in the voice of a single speaker, 
although the speaker may sometimes quote others. Most 
of the poetry that you will encounter will be lyric poetry.
Types of Lyr�c Poems
A ballad tells a story and is usually written in four-line 
stanzas. Ballads frequently have a chorus or refrain 
which is repeated throughout the poem. They can be 
set to music. They are usually about love (unhappy or 
unfulfilled) or untimely death.
Here is an extract from a traditional ballad:
Odes are lyric poems which have a majestic tone. They 
are intended as hymns of praise, focusing on a single 
person, object or idea.

Here is an extract from the ode “To Autumn” written by 
John Keats.

An elegy is a lyric poem which is identified by its subject 
matter. An elegy is an expression of grief for the loss of 
a loved object or place, or the death of a beloved person 
and praise for his/her special attributes.
Here is an extract from “Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard” by Thomas Grey. 
“The plowman homeward plods his way, and leaves the 
world to darkness and to me.”
A haiku is a three-lined poem, the first line of which has 
five syllables, the second line has seven syllables and the 
third line has five syllables. The haiku focuses on images, 
usually connected to nature.
Here is a modern haiku poem written by an anonymous 
poet.
face - less - just - num - bered (5)
lone - p�x - el - �n -the - b�t - map (7)
l - a - no - ny - mous  (5)
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E 2+2=4

 TASK
Write a haiku of your own. Remember that the first 
and third lines should have five syllables, while 
line two has seven syllables. Your haiku should 
deal with something which you have observed and 
should be focused on nature. 

Types of poems
In this lesson we learn about different poetic forms including the features of ballads, odes, elegies and haiku. 

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify various features of different types of 

poems

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and v�ew�ng
poetry
• recognise how word choices, imagery and sound 

devices affect mood, meaning and theme
• recognise that verse and stanza forms, rhyme, 

rhythm and punctuation affect meaning (linked to 
task)
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