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 Lesson notes
Newspapers are collections of different texts written with 
different intentions and read for different reasons. Each of 
these texts needs to be read and evaluated in a different 
way.
When we read a newspaper we should be active 
readers. An active reader evaluates and assesses written 
messages. Evaluating a text means working out how 
important or relevant it is to you.
Active readers ask themselves questions like these:
• What is the writer trying to say in this piece of 

writing?
• How much of this is fact and how much is opinion?
• How should I react to this piece of writing?
What �s the d�fference between object�ve and 
subject�ve �nformat�on? 
Objective information is based on facts and is 
independent of the opinions of the person writing it.
Subjective information is based on the opinions, beliefs 
and feelings of the person who is writing it.
Newspapers contain many different types of texts. Some 
are more subjective than others, and most contain a 
blend of objective and subjective writing. 
• News articles, weather reports and stock market 

indicators contain mainly objective writing.  
• Feature articles combine facts and opinions.
• Editorials, letters to the editor and reviews contain 

some facts, but are mainly subjective.

 TASK
1. Complete a survey with five people you know 

by asking them the following questions:
 • How often do you read a newspaper?
 • When do you usually read it?
 • What section of the paper do you read   

 first?
 • What section do you read second?
 • What section do you never read?
2. Put your answers in a table like this: 

3. Compare what you have discovered with one 
of your classmates to determine what types 
of articles are the most and least popular 
with the people you know.

Introduct�on to Read�ng Newspapers  
In this lesson we learn the difference between objective and subjective writing and we discuss different sections of the 
newspaper. We look at why active reading and evaluation are so important.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• define active reading
• tell the difference between objective and 

subjective writing
• name some of the sections of a newspaper and 

comment on their intentions

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning (linked to task)
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts
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