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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Read�ng Newspapers

 Lesson notes
Why do newspapers use v�sual elements?
They grab the reader’s interest and deliver the most 
important information to the reader quickly. 
Visual techniques or elements direct the way you read 
the pages. For example:
• The main photograph is there to grab the reader’s 

attention. 
• The headline shows the reader what the main 

story is.
• The subheader gives the reader the main idea of 

the article.
• Special quotes or sidebar information tell the 

reader about any important statements or facts.
What makes a good photograph for a newspaper?
A really good newspaper photograph does more than just 
provide a picture. It captures the spirit of the occasion, or 
shows something symbolic.  We should be able to pick 
up the message from a picture in one moment.
For example, the following photograph was used on the 
front page of the Sunday Times after the Currie Cup 
rugby match. It does more than just illustrate the winning 
team; it helps to capture their jubilation about their victory.

Pol�t�cal cartoons
While the comics are for fun and relaxation, political 
cartoons appear in the most serious part of the 
newspaper – the opinion pages. Political cartoons often 
use satire to make their point. 
Sat�re �s sharp w�t, �rony or sarcasm used to expose 
or r�d�cule human weakness or stup�d�ty. 
If you satirise something, it means you make fun of it by 
pointing out the fact that someone is doing something 
silly or something that shows weakness.

Why do pol�t�cal 
cartoons use 
sat�re?
Political cartoons 
make us realise 
that people, often 
politicians, are 
human – they 
make mistakes, 
have weaknesses 
and do silly things. 

So, the intention of political cartoons is to use satire to 
make us aware of what is happening, and to use humour 
to point out people’s shortcomings. 

Read�ng the V�sual Message
In this lesson, we focus on the different visual messages we get from newspapers, including cartoons and 
photographs. We discuss how pictures are chosen, and we look at some examples of photographs that have 
appeared in newspapers. We also look at some political cartoons and discuss how these are examples of satire.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify various visual images in a newspaper
• comment on the effects created by layout

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and V�ew�ng
• demonstrate various reading and viewing 

strategies for comprehension and appreciation
• explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning 
• explain the meaning of a wide range of written, 

visual, audio and audio-visual texts (linked to task)

 TASK
Find an example of a political cartoon in any 
newspaper. Spend some time studying it and answer 
the following questions:
1. Who are the people in the cartoon?
2.  Is there a parallel to events that are happening 

in the news or in the world in general? 
3. What comment about society could the 

cartoonist be trying to make?
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