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 Lesson notes
Different dictionaries are aimed at people in certain 
professions or with certain interests, for example:
• a dictionary of financial terms would be useful for 

an accountant.

• a dictionary of medical terms would be useful for a 
doctor.

• a bilingual dictionary is helpful to a person learning 
to speak another language.

• an illustrated dictionary would be useful for 
primary school teachers or learners who are 
learning English as a second language.

 Even though there are many different types of 
dictionaries that serve various functions, they do 
still have a great deal in common.

• All dictionaries contain and define the words of a 
language. 

• All dictionaries are arranged alphabetically and 
are used in the same way.

• All dictionaries make use of guide words. This is a 
word that appears in the top corners of a page in 
the dictionary, to indicate the first and last word on 
that page.

To see if a dictionary is right for your needs, ask yourself 
the following questions:

?  TASK
Some South African English words don’t mean the 
same thing in other countries. 
What do the following words mean in Standard 
English and South African English? 
• Check
• Sharp
• Robot

More on us�ng a d�ct�onary
In this lesson we learn that there are various types of dictionaries and thesauruses that serve different purposes.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify different types of dictionaries
• comment on their uses

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 4: Language
• identify and explain the meanings of words and 

use them correctly in a range of texts

Do I understand 
the definitions?

If the dictionary is too advanced, 
the definitions may be difficult to 
understand.

Does the 
dictionary define 
the type of words I 
need to look up?

A dictionary that is too basic may not 
have definitions for words that you will 
need to look up in high school.

Is the dictionary a 
practical size?

If your dictionary is too big you won’t 
bring it to school, and if it is too small it 
may not have all the words that you will 
need.

Is the dictionary up 
to date?

Ask yourself whether the dictionary 
contains modern words that you are 
likely to need. For example, newer 
dictionaries will include many computer 
terms which older dictionaries do not 
define.

Does the 
dictionary use 
the right version 
of English for 
my geographical 
situation?

For example, a South African English 
dictionary will contain words unique 
to South Africa such as “pikkie” and 
“gogo”.
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