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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Sentences

 Lesson notes
Using a variety of sentences:
• adds interest to your writing
• shows the progression of ideas
• gives additional information in the form of 

subordinate clauses
Very long sentences can be:
• confusing because they are too complicated
• difficult to extract information from
• ambiguous
The comma-splice error
This error occurs when two main ideas that could 
each stand on their own are joined, or spliced, 
together by a comma.
Example:  
The footballer dribbles the ball, then he takes a shot at 
the goal.
How should you check the sentences used in your 
own writing? 
Read it through carefully, paying close attention to 
where the full stops occur. If your sentences are 
all very short, see if you can combine them, either 
by making a compound sentence or by turning 
a sentence into a subordinate clause of another 
sentence. If you have a whole paragraph that only 
has one sentence, see if you can split up the long 
sentence into a few more compact sentences.
Remember – practice makes perfect, and reading 
more will give you a good idea of how to add variety 
to your writing, and how good writers combine their 
ideas into readable, interesting sentences.

?  TASK
Combine the following sentences to make a 
fluent, interesting paragraph. Add in further ideas 
to help the sentences flow.

Sibusiso is a delightful young man. He plays 
cricket and is part of the rugby team. He tries 
hard with his school work. He often battles 
to understand what to do. He has noisy and 
disruptive friends. He is often distracted in class. 
He should choose his friends more wisely.

Sentence variety
In this lesson, you will be shown how to use a variety of sentence types in your writing.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• use appropriate sentences for the type of writing

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language
• use structurally sound sentences in a meaningful 

and functional manner
• create cohesion by using conjunctions or pronounscreate cohesion by using conjunctions or pronouns 

with growing accuracy
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