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Teacher Gu�de

Engl�sh Lesson Notes

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Jul�et

 Lesson notes
•	 Although the prologue of the play gives the basic 

outline of the story, when we discuss plot, we look 
at what happens and also why it happens – cause 
and effect. 

The events of the plot are linked by cause and effect. For 
example:

Cause Effect

• Romeo decides to go to 
the party.

• He meets Juliet.

• He doesn’t know who 
she is, but he decides to 
speak to her.

• She falls in love with 
him.

• He climbs the garden 
wall and talks to her.

• They exchange their 
vows of love.

• One incident develops out of another or adds to 
another. This builds up a feeling of excitement and 
tension in the audience. 

• The plot of a play is designed to have a particular 
effect on the audience – to make them laugh or 
cry or feel afraid.

• The story is structured in such a way that the plot 
reaches a climax, a crisis or a moment of decision.

The events of the plot are sequenced �n a log�cal 
order.
Shakespeare’s plays are divided into 5 acts.  Usually 
there is a development towards a crisis in Act III, and 
another climax in Act V.  
Below are a number of sentences that describe the 
plot of Romeo and Juliet. Consider how the events are 
interrelated and how different events have different 
causes and effects:
• There is fighting in the streets of Verona, and the 

Prince threatens the next person who breaks the 
peace with death.

• Romeo and his friends decide to go to the 
Capulet’s party. 

• Lady Capulet tells her daughter, Juliet, that Paris 
 wants to marry her.
• Romeo and Juliet fall in love.
• Friar Laurence agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet, 

hoping that this might end the feud.
• Romeo and Juliet are married. 
• Tybalt insults Romeo.
• Romeo refuses to fight Tybalt.
• Mercutio fights Tybalt.
• Mercutio is fatally wounded. 
• Romeo revenge’s Mercutio’s death and kills 

Tybalt.
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 TASK
Explain why Benvolio persuades Romeo to go to 
the party. Does Romeo have a different motive for 
going to the party?

D�scuss�ng Plot
In this lesson we continue to analyse the plot of Romeo and Juliet by discussing how the prologue of the play gives us 
an indication of what events will happen in the play. We discuss both the causes and the effects of key events in the 
plot.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• analyse how the plot of Romeo and Juliet works in 

terms of cause and effect

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 2: Read�ng and v�ew�ng
•	 explore and explain key features of texts and how 

they contribute to meaning
drama:
• describe plot, subplot, character portrayal, conflict 

and dramatic purpose
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