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Teacher Guide

English Lesson Notes

Effective Grammar
LESSON

1
Parts of speech
Sentences are made up of words which are parts of speech. Each part of speech has a unique function and these 
words work together in order for the sentence to make sense and communicate meaning. This lesson is planned to 
revise and deepen your understanding of parts of speech.

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• identify the most common parts of speech
• understand their functions

 Curriculum Links
LO 4: Language   
• identify and use parts of speech such as nouns, 

verbs, pronouns, adjectives and adverbs in a 
range of texts accurately and meaningfully

 Lesson Notes
When we identify a part of speech, we need to understand the job or function that word performs within the sentence. 

Here are some different parts of speech and some examples:

Part of Speech Examples

Common nouns: name ordinary or common places, people or 
objects

car, hat, petrol station, attendant

Proper nouns: name particular places, people or objects and 
so start with a capital letter

Sibongile, Shell, Orlando

Collective nouns: give the name of a group or collection of 
people, places or objects

a crowd of teenagers, a bouquet

Abstract nouns: are the names of feelings ideas. We know 
that these concepts exist but we can’t hold or grasp them.

exhilaration, love, excitement

Pronouns: are used in place of proper nouns to make 
sentences less clumsy and to avoid repeating nouns.

I, him, her, it, they

Adjectives: supply more information about a noun.

Conjunctions: linking words which join words, parts of 
sentences or sentences

until, because, although, and, but, so, or, as

Prepositions: words which show the relationship of one thing 
to another

on, in, with, under

Interjections: words which convey emotion. Interjections add eish, wow, hey

 indicates that one particular thing is 
being referred to.

He is the boy.

 indicate that a single thing but not 
a particular thing is being referred to.

The part of Romeo should be played by a boy.

Verbs: indicate action or express existence. walked, to sing, be, am

Adverbs: describe or add additional information to verbs quickly, quietly, softly

? TASK
The following sentence contains at least one example of each part of speech we learnt about in this lesson. Can 
you identify them?
“Ouch!” yelled Jabu. “You dropped a heavy spanner on my toe and I think it’s broken”. 


