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 Lesson notes
Here are some questions that are often asked about 
answering questions on poetry and writing poems of your 
own.
Can I g�ve my own op�n�ons about a poem?
Learners think that teachers won’t allow them to interpret 
the meaning of poems. The belief is that teachers will 
not accept anything other than their own ideas about 
the meaning of poems. This is not the case – providing 
of course that your interpretation is reasonable and well 
phrased!
What techn�ques should I use to get the best poss�ble 
marks?
• Use poetry terminology wherever possible to refer 

to different poetic devices and techniques. 
For example, refer to metaphors, similes, personification 
etc.
• Provide reasoning and proof for claims
For example, quote lines or words from the poems that 
provide evidence for what you are saying.
• Refer to the actual meaning of words and the 

meaning in context
Consider the meanings of the words used and how they 
relate to the context of the poem as a whole. This will help 
you to distinguish between literal and figurative language.
• Refer to poetic techniques in answers
Be on the lookout for how meaning is conveyed by poetic 
techniques such as rhythm, rhyme scheme and figurative 
language and refer to these in your answer.

How can I wr�te my own poetry?
• Use everyday things and experiences as your 
 inspiration. Often poets write about the places and 

the things they know well.
• Descriptions can be brought to life by creative use 

of figures of speech.
• Keep a notebook of ideas you would like to 

explore using poetry.
• It is not necessary to have an extensive 

vocabulary to be able to express complicated 
ideas clearly. Often the best poems are the most 
simple and you can also use a very simple idea to 
express an important concept. 

?  TASK
In this series of lessons we have learnt about 
many different styles of poetry. Choose the style 
that appeals to you most and use it to write a 
poem of your own. Use poetic devices to create 
the effect that you want.

Commun�cat�ng through and about poetry 
In this lesson we discuss how to answer poetry questions in tests and exams. We also learn about different styles of 
poetry that might inspire you to write some poetry of your own!

 Lesson Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
• approach poetry questions with confidence
• find ideas to use to write a poem of your own 

 Curr�culum L�nks
LO 3: Wr�t�ng and Present�ng
demonstrate planning skills for writing for a specific 
purpose, audience and context:
• explain the requirements of a familiar range of 

tasks
demonstrate the use of writing strategies and 
techniques for first drafts:
• experiment with format and style for creative 

purposes
•  identify and use stylistic and rhetorical devices 

such as figurative language, word choice, vivid 
description, personal voice and style, tone, 
symbol, colour, placement and sound
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