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FOCUS ON PAPER 1 

24 SEPTEMBER 2013  16:00 – 17:00 

Questions 

Question 1 

(Adapted from Nov 2012, Paper 1, Question 2.1) 

Study Sources A and B and then answer the questions that follow. 

Study Source A. 

1.1 Using the information from the written source and your own knowledge, define the concept 

ujamaa.  

(1 x 2) (2) 

1.2 Why did Nyerere refer to urban dwellers as 'land parasites'?  

(1 x 2) (2) 

1.3 What evidence in the written source suggests that Julius Nyerere was against a multiparty 

democratic system?  

(1 x 1) (1) 

1.4 State ONE effect that colonialism had on Tanzanian society.(Written source)  

(1 x 1) (1) 

1.5 What can you conclude from the actions of the people in this ujamaa village? (Visual source) 

(1 x 2) (2) 

1.6 How, do you think, Julius Nyerere would have reacted after viewing this photograph? (Visual 

source)  

(2 x 2) (4) 

1.7 Explain whether the visual source can be regarded as an accurate depiction of the policy of 

ujamaa.  

(2 x 2) (4) 

1.8 Compare the written and visual sources. How does the visual source support the written 

source regarding Nyerere's policy of ujamaa?  

(2 x 2) (4) 

Question 2 

(Adapted from Nov 2012, Paper 1, Question 2.2) 

Read Source B. 

2.1 Why, according to Shillington, was the policy of ujamaa regarded as a contradiction? 

(Viewpoint 1)  

(1 x 3) (3) 

2.2 Explain whether the peasants were justified in resisting the policy of ujamaa. (Viewpoint 1)  

(2 x 2) (4) 

2.3 Name TWO ways in which the policy of ujamaa negatively affected Tanzania on a national 

scale. (Viewpoint 1)  

(2 x 1) (2) 

2.4 Describe in what ways Viewpoint 2 supports the policy of ujamaa. 

(2 x 2) (4) 
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2.5 Compare Viewpoints 1 and 2. Explain how these viewpoints differ in their assessment of the 

policy of ujamaa.  

(2 x 2) (4) 

Addendum 

Source A 

The source below comprises a written and a visual source on Julius Nyerere's policy of ujamaa. 

Written Source: J Brennan focuses on the reasons for Julius Nyerere's preference for rural 
development. This was Nyerere's attempt to create an economically self-sufficient Tanzania.  
 
Shortly after independence, Julius Nyerere had proclaimed that ujamaa or African Socialism was 
Tanzania's aim, and that there was 'no room for land parasites' (urban dwellers that benefited from 
the labour of the peasants). In 1962, the same year that Nyerere published his pamphlet Ujamaa – 
The Basis of African Socialism, the government effectively nationalised all lands through the 
Freehold Titles Act. Opportunities for public political dissent (disagreement) quickly constricted 
(disappeared) after independence and were practically eliminated following the abortive (failed) 1964 
army mutiny (rebellion), after which Tanzania's labour unions were nationalised and a one-party 
state was constitutionally inscribed (formed) the next year … 
 
Ujamaa roughly translated as 'familyhood'. 'The foundation, and the objective, of African socialism,' 
Julius Nyerere wrote, 'is the extended family.' In his formulation, ujamaa calls for the return to African 
traditional society, presently damaged or destroyed by European colonialism but where previously 
there had been 'hardly any room for parasitism'. True socialism was an 'attitude of the mind' where 
people fought the acquisitive (greedy) impulse that led individuals or groups within the 'tribe' to 
exploit one another … The principal duty of the ujamaa revolution was to remove exploitation and 
bring justice in its place … 

[From: Journal of African History, No. 47 by J Brennan 
 

 

Visual Source: This photograph, taken by a student, depicts Tanzanians working on a 
communal farm in Segera village, 1971.  
 

 
 

[From: Tanzania: The Struggle for Ujamaa, Cape Town International Labour Research and 
Information Group by Ilrig] 
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Source B 

The following source consists of two viewpoints regarding Nyerere's vision for Tanzania. 

Viewpoint 1: K Shillington argues that Nyerere's drive for self-reliance was a failure.  
 
Tanzania's ujamaa had a built-in contradiction (challenge). It was self-help imposed from above. In 
practice peasant cultivators were reluctant (unwilling) to move from areas where their ancestors 
were buried and where their families had successfully grown crops for generations. They were also 
reluctant (unwilling) to give up the personal security of private plots for the sake of communal ones. 
When persuasion would not work, government turned to compulsory 'villagisation' … 
 
On a national scale, Tanzania in the 1980s remained one of the poorest countries in Africa. It had 
huge foreign debts and was still dependent upon exporting agricultural raw materials – coffee, 
cotton, sisal – at prices controlled outside Africa, in exchange for increasingly expensive 
manufactured imports.  

[From: History of Africa by K Shillington] 
 
Viewpoint 2: P Nugent states that Nyerere's dream of self-reliance was a success. 
 
A greater achievement lay in delivering basic education and health services to the hitherto 
(previously) neglected rural majority. The government remained true to its promise of counteracting 
the trend towards urban bias by building very few new hospitals, on the principle that they were 
expensive and served the urban minority, whilst expanding primary health care at the village level. In 
1977, Nyerere could report that whereas there had only been 42 rural health centres in 1967, there 
were 152 of these in 1976 and still more were on the way. The number of rural medical workers had 
also more than doubled, and by 1978 some 8 000 villages had been provided with their own 
dispensaries. An important contribution towards checking water-borne disease lay in furnishing 
potable (drinkable) water. By 1978 some 7,7 million rural dwellers were the beneficiaries (receivers) 
of piped water supplies. Partly as a result of these various interventions, average life expectancy is 
estimated to have risen from 40 years in 1967 to 52 years in 1979. 

[From: Africa Since Independence by P Nugent] 

 


