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LIVE: SETTLEMENTS 

 

LESSON DESCRIPTION 

In this lesson we: 

● Work through selected examination questions adapted from 2014 Exemplar Paper 
covering: 

o Settlement Geography 
 

 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS 

Question 1 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.1) 

Refer to settlements A to E in FIGURE 1. Indicate to which settlement each of the 
following descriptions refers. Write only the letter (A–E) next to the question number. You 
may use the same answer more than once. 

FIGURE 1 

 

1.1 Settlements located close to a source of water because water is scarce 

1.2 Farmsteads that are dispersed/isolated 

1.3 Farmsteads that follow a linear shape 

1.4 Farmsteads that have a roughly circular shape 

1.5 An isolated settlement most likely associated with subsistence farming 

1.6 Associated with large commercial farms that are profit driven 

1.7 Farmsteads associated with intensive commercial farming  
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(7 x 1) (7) 

Question 2 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.3) 

FIGURE 2 shows a simple urban land-use model. 

FIGURE 2: URBAN LAND-USE ZONES 

 

2.1  Which urban land-use model does FIGURE 2 show?    (1 x 1) (1) 

2.2  Identify the land-use zone at A.       (1 x 1) (1) 

2.3  Discuss TWO factors that would have influenced the location  
of land-use zone A.         (2 x 2) (4) 

2.4  Describe the location of the rural-urban fringe.     (1 x 2) (2) 

2.5  Although the inner city area is dilapidated (buildings are in a poor  
state), it still has very high property values. Explain why the  
dilapidation does not impact on property values.    (4 x 2) (8) 
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Question 3 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.4) 

Refer to the case study in FIGURE 3, based on urbanisation in South Africa. 

FIGURE 3: URBANISATION 

SOUTH AFRICA GOES WITH THE URBANISATION FLOW 

Two-thirds of people in South Africa now live in urban areas as a result of growing 
urbanisation over the last few decades. The proportion of people living in urban areas 
increased from 52% in 1990 to 62% in 2011. The share of those living in rural areas 
dropped from 48% to 38% over the same period. 

South Africa's long-term urbanisation trend is partly the result of freer movement of people 
after apartheid. Higher economic growth in urban areas has also drawn people to cities in 
search of employment, including immigrants from outside the country. 

[Source: www.sairr.org.za/media/media-releases/Urbanisation%2520-%252022_Jan_2013.pdf] 

3.1  Define the term urbanisation.       (1 x 1) (1) 

3.2  What proportion of South Africans lived in urban areas in 2011? (1 x 1) (1) 

3.3  Give TWO possible reasons for the high growth rate in urbanisation  
in South Africa as mentioned in the case study.    (2 x 2) (4) 

3.4  What is the term used to describe the decreasing number of people  
left in rural areas?         (1 x 2) (2) 

3.5  Briefly discuss the negative aspects of urbanisation for cities in  
South Africa.         (3 x 2) (6) 

Question 4 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.1) 

Refer to the settlement hierarchy in FIGURE 4 that shows the classification of different 
types of settlements. Choose the correct answer from those given in brackets in the 
statements below.  

FIGURE 4: SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY 
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4.1 The isolated farmhouse is (a single/multiple) building(s). 

4.2 The number of settlements (increases/decreases) as you move up the settlement 
hierarchy from the isolated farmstead to the conurbation. 

4.3 The size of the population (increases/decreases) as you move down the settlement 
hierarchy from a conurbation to an isolated farmstead. 

4.4 A large city can also be called a (megalopolis/metropolis). 

4.5 The settlement hierarchy in FIGURE 4 is a South African example of a settlement 
hierarchy as the (largest/smallest) of all settlements is not included. 

4.6 The only example of a conurbation in South Africa is found in the (PWV/Durban-
Pinetown) Industrial Region. 

4.7 The relationship between the size of the population and the number of settlements 
is (directly/indirectly) proportional. 

4.8 The (hamlet/small town) is an example of a rural settlement.  

(8 x 1) (8) 

Question 5 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.3) 

Refer to FIGURE 5 which shows an informal settlement. 

FIGURE 5: INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS 

 

5.1  Informal settlements are known by different names throughout the  
world. Give an example of ONE such a name.     (1 x 1) (1) 

5.2  State the trend in the development of informal settlements.   (1 x 1) (1) 

5.3  Give ONE reason for the trend mentioned in QUESTION 5.2.  (1 x 2) (2) 

5.4  Excluding the trend stated in QUESTION 5.2, discuss any TWO  
problems associated with informal settlements.    (2 x 2) (4) 
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5.5  Most of the municipalities in South Africa have not had much  
success in stopping the development of informal settlements.  

Advise the municipalities on how this problem can be solved  
 sustainably.          (4 x 2) (8) 

Question 6 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.6) 

Refer to 6, a map showing the Gauteng (PWV) Industrial Region. 

FIGURE 6: THE GAUTENG (PWV) INDUSTRIAL REGION 

 

6.1  Refer to insert A and select the letter (B, C, D or G) that represents  
the Gauteng (PWV) Industrial Region.      (1 x 1) (1) 

6.2  Name the main primary activity that stimulated the growth of  
Gauteng (PWV) as the major industrial region in South Africa. (1 x 1) (1) 

6.3 Discuss THREE problems that developed as a result of an  
over-concentration of industries in the Gauteng (PWV)  
Industrial Region.        (2 x 2) (4) 
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SOLUTIONS TO SETTLEMENT (LIVE) 

Question 1 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.1) 

1.1 C (1) 

1.2 A/E (1) 

1.3 B (1) 

1.4 C (1) 

1.5 E (1) 

1.6 A (1) 

1.7 B (1)           (7 x 1) (7) 

Question 2 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.3) 

2.1  Burgess/Concentric Zone Model (1)      (1 x 1) (1) 

2.2  CBD (1)          (1 x 1) (1) 

2.3  Land-use zone A is the most accessible part of the city (2)  

Functional prestige attracts services (2) 

Functional convenience attracts services (2) 

Large sphere of influence of land-use zone A (2)  

[Any TWO. Accept other reasonable answers]     (2 x 2) (4) 

2.4  Located on the outskirts of the city/urban area (2)    (1 x 2) (2) 

2.5  This is the zone into which the CBD will expand (2) 

This land-use zone is therefore in demand (2) 

Competition to purchase the land is high (2) 

This zone is where urban renewal projects will take place (2) 

New owners will demolish the buildings (2) 

No need for current owners to renovate/fix buildings (2) 

[Any FOUR. Accept other reasonable answers]    (4 x 2) (8) 

Question 3 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 3.4) 

3.1  The process whereby the percentage of people living in an urban  
area increases (1) 

[CONCEPT]          (1 x 1) (1) 

3.2  62% (1)          (1 x 1) (1) 

3.3  In post-apartheid South Africa people are allowed to move freely in  
all urban areas (2) 
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Higher economic growth in urban areas creates opportunities for  
employment (2) 

Immigrants from outside the country (2) 

[Any TWO]          (2 x 2) (4) 

3.4  Rural depopulation (2)        (1 x 2) (2) 

3.5  Higher rates of urban growth means pressure on existing services (2) 

Higher rates of land pollution due to increase in waste disposal (2) 

Increase in the number of informal settlements and population  
growth in informal settlements (2) 

More unemployed people are forced to become economically  
active in the informal economic sector (2) 

Crime rates increase (2) 

Infrastructure e.g. roads can no longer cope with demands (2) 

Increasing pollution (air, water, noise) 

Litter increases (2) 

[Any THREE. Accept other reasonable answers]    (3 x 2) (6) 

Question 4 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.1) 

4.1 single (1) 

4.2 decreases (1) 

4.3 decreases (1) 

4.4 metropolis (1) 

4.5 largest (1) 

4.6 PWV (1) 

4.7 indirectly (1) 

4.8 hamlet (1)          (8 x 1) (8) 

Question 5 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.3) 

5.1  Squatter camps/Bustees/Favelas (1) 

[Any ONE. Accept other alternate names]     (1 x 1) (1) 

5.2  Increasing trend (1)         (1 x 1) (1) 

5.3  People migrate from rural areas to urban areas in search of  
 employment (2) 

Not enough housing and people build shacks to live in (2) 

[Any ONE]          (1 x 2) (2) 

5.4  Poor infrastructure/examples (2) 
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Poor service delivery/examples (2) 

Inadequate housing (2) 

Lack of medical/educational services (2) 

Overcrowding (2) 

Lack of open spaces (2) 

High crime rate (2) 

High levels of pollution (2) 

Social problems (2) 

[Any TWO. Accept other]        (2 x 2) (4) 

5.5  More low-cost housing needs to be built to accommodate people  
 without homes (2) 

Improve facilities and services in rural areas to stem the movement  
of people to urban areas (2) 

To provide more job opportunities in outlying areas (2) 

To have stricter laws concerning the occupation of vacant land (2) 

To relocate existing people living in informal settlements (2) 

To subsidise people to build proper homes (2) 

Use of the site and service scheme where people are given plots of  
land and encouraged to use their own skills to build homes (2) 

[Any FOUR. Accept other reasonable answers]    (4 x 2) (8) 

Question 6 

(Adapted from Exemplar 2014, Paper 1, Question 4.6) 

6.1  G (1)           (1 x 1) (1) 

6.2  Mining (1)          (1 x 1) (1) 

6.3  Higher rate of influx of population due to employment  
opportunities (2) 

Contaminated ground water has led to AMD (acid mine  
drainage) (2) 

More air/noise pollution (2) 

The limited provision of water results in lower production rates (2) 

Pressure on resources such as coal for energy (2) 

Development of informal settlements (2) 

Increase in crime and other social problems (2) 

Strain on ageing infrastructure (2) 

Gauteng becomes strategically vulnerable (2) 

[Any TWO. Accept other reasonable answers]     (2 x 2) (4) 
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6.4  Provide employment (2) 

Finished products exported (2) 

Provides government with income (2) 

Improves South Africa's balance of trade (2) 

Attracts foreign investments (2) 

Build trade relationships (2) 

Taxes paid by industries provide income to government (2) 

Development of infrastructure which improves export ability (2) 

Development of urban settlements/markets (2) 

The upgrading of OR Tambo International Airport in this industrial  
hub has made the airport to be a gateway to Africa and the rest of  
the world, thereby facilitating economic growth (2) 

[Any FOUR. Accept other reasonable answers]    (4 x 2) (8) 


