
 

 

 

EXAM PAPER QUESTIONS     11 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 
Lesson Description 

In this lesson we: 

 Practice questions from recent past papers on Economic Geography 

 
Test Yourself 

Question 1 

Choose a description from COLUMN B that matches the word(s)/term(s) in COLUMN A. 

 

  



 

 

 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 1 

Study the graph in FIGURE 1 showing the GDP contribution to the economy of South Africa.  

 

1.1  Write the acronym GDP in full.        (1 x 2)  (2)  

1.2  Briefly explain why finance displays such an erratic/changing trend.   (3 x 2) (6) 

1.3  Write a paragraph (approximately 12 lines) commenting on the contribution of manufacturing 
to the GDP over the last five years, and how this has led to the growth of the economy of 
South Africa.          (6 x 2) (12) 

Question 2 

Study FIGURE 2 which shows the location of some industrial development zones (IDZs) in South 
Africa.  

 



 

 

 

2.1 What is an industrial development zone?      (1 x 2) (2)  

2.2  Which IDZ has the largest investment to date?      (1 x 2)  (2)  

2.3  Give TWO reasons for the development of IDZs by the government.   (2 x 2) (4) 

2.4  Name TWO incentives that government offers to industries that are  
established in IDZs.         (2 x 2) (4) 

2.5  Explain how IDZs have improved the lives of people living in underdeveloped  
rural areas.          (3 x 2) (6) 

Question 3 

Read the newspaper article entitled 'Formal sector sheds (loses) jobs' in FIGURE 3. 

 

3.1  What does the formal sector refer to?       (1 x 2) (2)  

3.2  Give TWO reasons for the shift in the number of jobs from the formal to the  
informal sector.          (2 x 2) (4) 

3.3  Which industry lost the largest number of jobs?       (1 x 2)  (2)  

3.4  Why is the change in jobs from the formal to the informal sector not good  
for the economy of South Africa?       (1 x 2) (2) 

3.5  Discuss THREE challenges for the informal sector in South Africa.    (3 x 2) (6)  

Question 4 

Refer to FIGURE 4 showing the contribution of economic activities to the GDP. 

 



 

 

 

4.1  Which economic activity contributed the highest percentage to the GDP?   (1 x 1) (1)  

4.2  What was the percentage contribution of the activity mentioned in  
QUESTION 4.1 to the GDP?         (1 x 1) (1)  

4.3  Discuss any TWO natural factors that limit agricultural development  
 in South Africa.         (2 x 2) (4) 

4.4  Discuss the importance of agriculture for economic development in  
 South Africa.           (2 x 2) (4) 

4.5  Incorrect farming methods have a negative impact on food security  
in South Africa. Explain this statement.       (2 x 2) (4)  

Question 5 

Refer to FIGURE 5, a map showing the Gauteng (PWV) Industrial Region.  

 

5.1  Refer to insert A and select the letter (B, C, D or G) that represents the Gauteng (PWV) 
Industrial Region.         (1 x 1) (1)  

5.2  Name the main primary activity that stimulated the growth of  
Gauteng (PWV) as the major industrial region in South Africa.   (1 x 1) (1)  

5.3  Discuss THREE problems that developed as a result of an over-concentration  
of industries in the Gauteng (PWV) Industrial Region.     (2 x 2) (4) 

5.4  Despite the problems associated with industrial development in the  
Gauteng (PWV) Industrial Region, industrial development in this  
region is important for economic development in South Africa as a whole.  
Discuss this statement.         (4 x 2) (8) 

 
Links 

 http://www.education.gov.za/Examinations/PastExamPapers/tabid/351/Default.aspx 


