
 

 
 

REVISION: ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY         25 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 
Lesson Description 

In this lesson we revise: 

 Agriculture & Mining 

 Secondary & Tertiary Sectors 

 Strategies for Industrial Development 

 The Informal Sector 

Economic Geography: Agriculture & Mining 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 1 

(Adapted from NSC P1 2012) 

Read the newspaper article on food production in FIGURE 1.  

FIGURE 1:  FOOD PRODUCTION  

MELONS JUST BURSTING WITH CHEMICALS 

Watermelons have been bursting in Eastern China after farmers gave them too 
much growth chemicals. South Africa has heavy trade links with China therefore 
the abuse by farmers is of concern to us. Farmers in China are using illegal 
chemicals, with many also misusing pesticides and fertilisers. The reason for this 
is the demand for food which is a problem being experienced in many countries. 
Fear has also been raised over the wide use of food additives, like dyes and 
sweeteners, to increase sales. The need to regulate the food industry is 
becoming increasingly important because of threats of food insecurity especially 
in Southern Africa.  

 

[Adapted from Daily News]   

 

  



 

 
 

1.1  What does food insecurity mean?       (1 x 2) (2) 

1.2  Describe the injustice that is captured in the article.     (2 x 2) (4) 

1.3  In many parts of the world genetically modified crops are seen as a means  
of increasing food production. 

(a)  Explain the concept genetic modification.     (2 x 2) (4) 

(b)  Discuss TWO advantages of genetic modification.    (2 x 2) (4) 

1.4  The increasing demand for food is a disturbing development. Give a  
detailed account (approximately 12 lines) as to why many Southern African  
countries are struggling to meet their food demands.     (4 x 2) (8) 

Question 2 

(Adapted from NSC P1 2009) 

Refer to the section of land that is farmed.   

 

  



 

 
 

a)  Does commercial farming occur at A or B?      (1 x 2) (2)  

b)  Give ONE reason for your answer to QUESTION (a).      (1 x 2) (2)  

c)  Name TWO factors that favour agricultural development in South Africa.   (2 x 2) (4)  

d)  Name TWO factors that restrict agricultural development in South Africa.   (2 x 2) (4)  

e)  Of what importance is agricultural development to the South African economy?  (3 x 2) (6)  

f)  Continuous mismanagement of this drainage basin could threaten  
food security in South Africa. Explain this statement.      (3 x 2) (6)  

Economic Geography: Secondary & Tertiary Sectors 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 2 

Look at the map below and answer the questions that follow 

 

2.1 Identify the industrial areas marked A, B, C and D respectively.  

2.2 Provide TWO factors that promote industry at A.    

2.3 State the main type of industry found at B. 

2.4 What is a break-of-bulk point? Give examples that take place in region A and B 

2.4 Briefly discuss any TWO factors that promoted industrial development in  

South Africa.          

2.5 Briefly discuss any TWO factors that are currently restricting industrial development in South 
Africa. 

  



 

 
 

Economic Geography: Strategies for Industrial Development 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 1 

Study the map and answer the questions that follow 

 

1.1 Explain the term border industry 
1.2 Is this an apartheid or post-apartheid industrial development strategy? 
1.3 Explain the main purpose of border industries 
1.4 State THREE incentives that were offered to industrialists to move to the  
1.5 Explain why border industries failed 

Question 2 

Various post-apartheid industrial development strategies were put in place to accelerate economic 
growth and to address the economic injustices of the apartheid era. Some of these policies were the 
Black Economic Empowerment, Growth, Employment and Redistribution Policy and Accelerated and 
Shared Growth Initiative in South Africa 

2.1  Explain the following post-apartheid industrial development strategies: 

      a)  Black Economic Empowerment 

       b)  Growth, Employment and Redistribution Policy 

       c)  Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative in South Africa 

2.2  State and explain the main factor that resulted in the Growth, Employment and Redistribution 
Policy having limited success 

2.3  State THREE possible steps that could be taken to achieve the Accelerated and Shared 
Growth Initiative in South Africa. 

  

Border Industry 

Transkei 



 

 
 

Question 3 

Study the article and answer the questions that follow 

The Maputo Corridor SDI 
The Maputo Corridor SDI connects Gauteng, Mpumalanga and 
Maputo. Around one hundred and thirty investments have been 
identified. The areas of investment include agriculture, infrastructure, 
tourism and manufacturing. 
 

3.1  Explain the following terms: 
       a)  Spatial Development Initiatives 
       b)  Industrial Development Zones 
3.2  Explain the relationship between Spatial Development Initiatives and Industrial Development 

Zones. 

3.3  In a paragraph of approximately 10 lines explain FOUR ways in which the Maputo Corridor 
SDI promoted economic growth. 

Economic Geography: Informal Sector 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 1 

Study the picture and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1.1 Explain the term informal sector 

1.2 Describe FOUR characteristics of the informal sector 

1.3 Explain THREE causes of informal sectors 

1.4 State THREE challenges faced by the informal sector 

1.5 Local government needs to get involved in improving the conditions in the informal sector. In 
a paragraph of approximately 10 lines explain four ways in which local government can 
improve conditions for the informal sector. 

  



 

 
 

Question 2 

Study the picture and answer the questions that follow: 

 

Employment in the informal and formal sector 

2.1  State the number of people employed in the informal sector in 2001 and 2005 

2.2  State the percentage of people employed in the informal sector in 2002 and 2004 

2.2.1  Identify the trend regarding employment in the informal sector from 2001 to 2005 

2.2.2  Give possible reasons for this trend 

2.3  Explain the negative impact that this trend will have on the economy of South Africa 

2.4  People involved in the informal sector contribute positively to the economy. 

Do you agree with this statement? Give a reason for your answer. 

 


