
 

 

 

PRELIM PAPER 1 QUESTIONS      15 OCTOBER 2014 

 
Lesson Description 

In this lesson we: 

 Work through selected examination questions adapted from various prelim papers that cover 
the following sections: 

o Climate and weather 
o Geomorphology 
o Settlement Geography 
o Economic Geography 

 
Test Yourself 

Question 1 

Select a term from COLUMN B that matches a description in COLUMN A. Write down the question 
number and the correct term next to it. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

Area with highest temperature in an urban landscape A Tall buildings 

Climatological feature that reduces visibility in a city B Day 

Time when pollution dome is at its peak (most concentrated) C CBD 

Time when urban heat island reaches greatest vertical dimension D Smog 

Area where pollution dome will be least developed E Urban heat island 

Pocket of warm air above the city surrounded by cool rural air F Night 

Responsible for higher temperatures experienced in the city G Evapo-transpiration 

 H Rural area         

(7 x 1) (7) 

  



 

 

 

Question 2 

Choose a description from COLUMN B that matches a term/concept in COLUMN A. Write only the 
letter (A – G) next to the question number. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

2.1 Interfluve A 
A high lying area that forms the boundary between 
two drainage basins. 

2.2 V-shaped valley B The beginning of a river or tributary. 

2.3 U-shaped valley C 
A highlying area seperating two tributaries of the 
same river system.. 

2.4 Confluence D  
A winding curve or s-shape along the course of a 
river or tributary. 

2.5 Watershed E Upper course of a river system. 

2.7 Source F Middle course of a river system. 

2.8 Meander G 
The intersection of a tributary and the main river in 
a drainage basin. 

(7 x 1) (7) 

Question 3 

Choose a description from COLUMN B that matches the diagram in COLUMN A. Write only the letter 
(A – H) next to the question number 

 COLUMN A COLUMN B 

3.1 

 

A. 

Linear/ribbon development 

Houses or buildings that are located in a line along a road, 
narrow valley, canal, river or ridge. 

3.2 

 

B. 

Star shaped urban settlement 

3.3 

 

C. 

Nucleated rural settlement 

Houses or buildings that are found close together. 

3.4 

 

D. 

Linear shaped urban settlement 



 

 

 

3.5 

 

E. 

T-shaped urban settlement 

3.6 

 

F. 

Dispersed rural settlement 

Houses or buildings that is far apart or scattered. 

3.7 

 

G. 

Urban profile 

Refers to the view of the city as seen from the side. 

3.8 

 

H. 

Unplanned/Irregular 

A maze of streets in an urban area with no apparent order. 

Question 4 

Choose a description from COLUMN B that matches a term/concept in COLUMN A. Write only the 
letter (A – H) next to the question number 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

4.1 Urbanisation A 
Urban settlements that were established due to 
trade and transportation. 

4.2 Urban  expansion B 
The movement of people away from the urban 
area to rural areas. 

4.3 
Level of 
urbanisation 

C 
The process in which an increasing percentage of 
a country’s population is concentrated in urban 
areas. 

4.4 
Rate of 
urbanisation 

D  
The percentage of a country’s total population 
living in urban areas. 

4.5 
Counter 
urbanisation 

E 
Where one type of transport is replaced by 
another. 

4.6 Break of bulk point F 
An urban settlement that is established where 
natural gaps occur through  mountains. 

4.7 
Trade and 
transport urban 
settlement 

G The pace at which urbanisation is taking place. 

4.8 Gateway town H The expansion of the built up area. 

(8 X 1)  (8) 

  



 

 

 

 
Improve your Skills 

Question 1 

Read the extract in FIGURE 1 before answering the following questions. 

FIGURE 1: TROPICAL CYCLONES 

STRONGEST STORM IN 14 YEARS LASHES INDIA 

India's strongest storm in 14 years left a trail of destruction along the country's east coast 
yesterday killing seven people. Cyclone Phailin was expected to dissipate within 36 hours, 
losing momentum as it moved inland. After making landfall, the cyclone brought winds of 
more than 200 km/h that ripped up homes and tore down trees. The cyclone was one of 
three major storms over Asia yesterday. The smaller Cyclone Nasi was approaching 
Vietnam, and Cyclone Wilpha loomed over the Pacific. At least 873 000 people spent the 
night in shelters which had been built after the 1999 storm which killed more than 10 000 
people in the same area. The disaster management team saved lives by putting people in 
shelters in time. 

Adapted from The Star (14 October 2014) 

1.1 (a) Which one of the three cyclones mentioned in the article developed first? (1 x 1) (1) 

(b) Give ONE reason to support your answer to QUESTION 1.1(a).   (1 x 1) (1) 

1.2 In which stage of development was Cyclone Phailin before it reached land?  (1 x 2) (2) 

1.3 Explain why Cyclone Phailin dissipated when it moved inland.    (2 x 2) (4) 

1.4 Explain the statement that 'India was better prepared for the approach of  
Cyclone Phailin than for similar destructive storms in the same area'.                (2 x 2) (4) 

1.5 Discuss, in approximately eight lines, why the disaster management team  
of India would encounter more problems after the storm than during the  
storm itself.               (4 x 2) (8) 

Question 2 

Study FIGURE 2 which illustrates the temperature conditions associated with the passing of a berg 
wind, and answer the questions that follow. 

FIGURE 2: TEMPERATURE CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH BERGWINDS 

 



 

 

 

2.1 Give the highest temperature recorded for 20 July.                     (1 x 1) (1) 

2.2 Give the highest temperature recorded for 21 July.                     (1 x 1) (1) 

2.3 Explain the large difference in temperature between 20 July and 21 July.         (2 x 2) (4) 

2.4 Mention ONE negative consequence associated with berg winds.     (1 x 2) (4) 

2.5 Give ONE precautionary measure that can be implemented to  
reduce the damage caused by berg winds.           (1 x 2) (2) 

Question 3 

Refer to FIGURE 3 illustrating the process of river rejuvenation. 

FIGURE 3: RIVER REJUVENATION 

 

SOURCE: Oxford in Search of Geography 

3.1 Define the term river rejuvenation.                                            (1 x 1) (1) 

3.2 Identify TWO features of river rejuvenation visible in FIGURE 3            (2 x 1) (2) 

3.3 Provide ONE possible reason why river rejuvenation takes place.       (1 x 2) (2) 

3.4 Draw a labelled longitudinal profile of the river in FIGURE 3                           (2 x 2) (4) 

3.5 In a paragraph of approximately eight lines, outline, with reasons, what will  
happen to the knickpoint over time.                           (4 x 2) (8) 

  



 

 

 

Question 4 

Study FIGURE 4 showing an inner city and answer the following questions. 

FIGURE 4: THE INNER CITY 

 

4.1 Name the street pattern that the main roads developed.     (1 x 1) (1) 

4.2 Give ONE reason why the inner city shops are found in narrow belts  
along the main roads.                                                       (1 x 1) (1) 

4.3 With reference to the shopping centre marked A, discuss TWO locational  
advantages enjoyed by this shopping centre.           (2 x 2) (4) 

4.4 How has traffic congestion been reduced by the city planners in the city  
shown in FIGURE 4?                                                 (2 x 2) (4) 

4.5 Despite its accessibility, many businesses are moving out of the CBD to a  
commercial development at H. Discuss the negative influences in the CBD  
responsible for this migration.                 (2 x 2) (4) 

Question 5 

Read the extract in FIGURE 5 based on industrial development. 

FIGURE 5: INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Since the first democratic elections in 1994, changes in economic policy have altered the 
industrial landscape from a ˈborder approach industryˈ to an approach that takes industries 
along major transport routes and harbour locations. Currently Government is rolling out new 
industrial plans. These plans will develop industries and create jobs. 

Richards Bay is located on the north-eastern coast of KwaZulu Natal. Richards Bay is one of 
the fastest growing industrial locations in South Africa. Currently the country has four IDZs. 
Additional sites have been identified and some are already being developed. 

SOURCE: Adapted from Economic Forum 



 

 

 

5.1 Write the abbreviation IDZ in full.                                             (1 x 1) (1) 

5.2 Mention ONE development strategy that was implemented before the  
1994 democratic elections.                                                  (1 x 1) (1) 

5.3 Provide ONE possible reason why Richards Bay was identified as an IDZ.      (1 x 2) (2) 

5.4 Discuss TWO advantages for industries to locate in an IDZ.   (2 x 2) (4) 

5.5 In a paragraph of approximately eight lines, outline how IDZs can contribute to the economic 
upliftment of underdeveloped areas.                           (4 x 2) (8) 


